acts and faites, and of the chronicles since the beginning
of the creation of the world unto this present time, by
which we be daily informed and have knowledge of many
things of whom we should not have known if they had
not left to us their monuments written. Among whom
and in especial before all others, we ought to give a
singular laud unto that noble and great philosopher
Geoffrey Chaucer, the which for his ornate writing in our
tongue may well have the name of a laureate poet. For
to-fore that he by labour embellished, ornated, and made
fair our English, in this realm was had rude speech and
incongruous, as yet it appeareth by old books, which at
this day ought not to have place ne be compared among,
ne to, his beauteous volumes and ornate writings, of whom
he made many books and treatises of many a noble his-
tory, as well in metre as in rhyme and prose; and them
so craftily made that he comprehended his matters in
short, quick, and high sentences, eschewing prolixity,
casting away the chaff of superfluity, and showing the
picked grain of sentence uttered by crafty and sugared
eloquence ; of whom among all others of bis books I pur-
pose to print, by the grace of God, the book of the tales
of Canterbury, in which I find many a noble history of
every state and degree; first rehearsing the conditions
and the array of each of them as properly as possible is to
be said; and after their tales which be of nobleness,
wisdom, gentleness, mirth, and also of very holiness and
virtue, wherein he finisheth this said book, which book
I have diligently overseen and duly examined, to the end
that it be made according unto his own making.

CAXTON (from Proem to Canterbury Tales)
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